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Encouraged by a new government commitment to investigate unfair trade practices, an increasing
number of Mexican industry groups have petitioned the Trade Secretariat (SECOFI) to investigate
charges that foreign producers are "dumping" their products in Mexico. The government
emphasized its commitment to protect Mexican industry in March through the creation of an
Unfair Trade Practices Committee, which will serve in an advisory capacity (for further details see
SourceMex, 03/17/93). Also, on March 15, speaking shortly after the new committee was established,
President Carlos Salinas de Gortari told members of the Industrial Chambers Confederation that
the strengthening of anti-dumping legislation was aimed at helping Mexican industries survive in
a competitive world environment, and did not represent a move toward protectionism. A SECOFI
spokesperson later explained that the government will investigate any complaint in which the
Mexican company or industry group claiming the damage can provide proof that the product is
being sold at an unfair price and is subsidized by a foreign government. The exporting company
and the foreign government in question will also be given an opportunity to present their cases. If
anti-dumping measures are necessary, SECOFI said the margin of difference between prices in the
exporting country and Mexico will determine the duties. On April 6, SECOFI reported that several
Brazilian companies are under investigation for selling steel in Mexico at below-market prices.
The complaint, filed by the National Iron and Steel Chamber (Camara Nacional de la Industria
del Hierro y el Acero, CNHA), will examine whether exports from three Brazilian companies to
Mexico between July and December 1992 were sold at lower prices than in the Brazilian domestic
market. The three Brazilian exporters under investigation are Acos Ipanema, Acos Villares and
Acos Especiales Itabar. On April 7, the government news agency Notimex reported that SECOFI
is also looking into complaints by the National Fisheries Industry Chamber (Camara Nacional
de la Industria Pesquera, CANAIPES) that Central and South American and US producers are
selling tuna in Mexico at a lower price than they do in their domestic markets. CANAIPES charged
that those producers benefit from government subsidies. And on April 8, SECOFI launched an
investigation to determine whether the Venezuelan company Cemento Portland Gris has been
selling cement in Mexico at a lower price than in the Venezuelan domestic market. The complaint
against the Venezuelan company was filed by the Mexican cement companies Anahuac del
Atlantico, Anahuac, Atoyac, Tolteca, Guadalajara, Yaqui, Portland Nacional, and Sinaloa. In its
investigation, SECOFI will compare prices for the period between July and December 1992. SECOFI
is also continuing an investigation against US hog producers for selling hogs and pork products
in Mexico at less-than-fair market value. Under review are imports of non- purebred hogs, all
chilled and frozen pork, and all fresh or frozen offal, including pork livers and fat. In mid-March,
the US National Pork Producers Council sent a letter to US Trade Representative Mickey Kantor
and Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy urging the Clinton administration to monitor the Mexican
investigation to ensure that regulations established under the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT) are respected. "We would strongly encourage you to inform the appropriate Mexican
officials that any deviation from the GATT dumping code will bring an immediate challenge to
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their actions in the GATT." (Sources: Journal of Commerce, 03/08/93, 03/09/93; Notimex, 03/15/93,
04/07/93; Agence France-Presse, 04/06/93, 04/08/93)
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